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HistoryofEnglishNovel

Inliterature,stream ofconsciousnessisamethodofnarrationthat

describeshappeningsandactionsintheflowofthoughtsinthemindof

thecharacters.Theterm wasinitiallycoinedbyapsychologistWilliam

Jamesinhisresearch,theprincipleofpsychology.Hewrites;

“itisnothingjoined;itflows.Ariverorastream isthemetaphorsby

whichitismostnaturallydescribed.Intakingofithereafter,let’scallit

thestream ofthought,consciousnessorsubjectivelife”.

Anotherappropriateterm ofthisdeviceis‘interiormonologue’wherethe

individualthoughtprocessofacharacterisassociatedtohisorher

actions,areportrayedintheform ofamonologuethataddressesthe

characteritself.Therefore,itisdifferentfrom thedramaticmonologue

orsoliloquywherethespeakeraddressestheaudienceorthethird

person.



ExamplesofStream ofConsciousnessinliterature

TheStream ofConsciousnessstyleofwritingismarkedbythesudden

riseofthoughtsandlackofpunctuation.Theuseofthisnarrationstyle

isgenerallyassociatedwiththemodernnovelistandshortstorywriters

of20th century.Letus analyse a few examples ofthe Stream of

consciousnessnarrativetechniqueinliterature.

Example#1:Ulysses(ByJamesJoyce)

JamesJoycesuccessfullyemploysthenarrativemodeinhisnovel

Ulysses,whichdescribeadayinthelifeofamiddle-classagedJew,Mr.

LeopoldBloom,livinginDublin,Ireland.

“HeisyoungLeopold,asinaretrospectivearrangement,amirrorwitha

mirror(hey,pestro),hebeholdethhimself.thatyoungfigureofthenseen,

preciousmanly,walkingonanippingmorningfrom theoldhousein

ClambrassiltotheHighSchool,hisbooksatchelonhim bondolierwise,

andinitagooglyhunkofwheatenloaf,amother’sthought.”

Theselinesrevealthethoughtsofbloom,ashethinksoftheyounger

bloom.Theself-reflectionisachievedbytheflowofthoughtsthattakes

him backtohispast.

Example#2:Mrs.Dalloway(ByVirginiaWoolf)

Another20th century writerthatfollowed James Joyce’s narrative



methodwasVirginiaWoolf.Byvoicingherinternalfeelings,thatMrs

Woolfgivesfreedom tothecharacterstotravelbackandforthintime.

MrsDallowaywentoutto buyflowerforherself,and thewayher

thoughtsmovethroughthepastandpresent,givingusaninsightinto

thecomplexnatureofhercharacter.

Example#3:TheBritishMuseum IsFallingDown(ByDavidLodge)

WenoticetheuseofthistechniqueinDavidLodge’snovelTheBritish

Museum IsFallingDown.Itisacomicnovelthatimitatesthestream of

consciousnessnarrativetechniquesofwriterslikeHenryJames,James

Joyce,andVirginiaWoolf.

Weseetheimitationofthetypicalstructureofthestream ofconscious

narrativetechniqueofVirginiaWoolf.Wenoticetheintegrationofthe

outerandinnerrealitiesinthepassagethatissotypicalofVirginia

Woolf,especiallytheinductionofthereportingclauses“hethought,”and

“hewondered,”inthemiddleofthereportedclauses.

FunctionofStream ofConsciousness

Stream ofconsciousnessisastyleofwritingdevelopedbyagroupof

writersatthebeginningofthe20th century.Itaimedatexpressingin

wordstheflowofcharacters’thoughtsandfeelingsintheirminds.The

techniqueaspirestogivereaderstheimpressionofbeinginsidethe



mindsofthecharacters.Therefore,theinternalviewofthemindsofthe

charactersshedslightOnplotandmotivationinthenovel.
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