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FeministFiction

Thewordfeminism comesfrom Frenchwordféminismeandaccording

totheCambridgeonlinedictionaryfeminism is“thebeliefthatwomen

shouldbeallowedthesamerights,power,andopportunitiesasmenand

betreatedinthesameway,orthesetofactivitiesintendedtoachieve

thisstate.”Theterm ‘feminism’itselfisusedtodescribeacultural,

politicaloreconomicmovementaimingforequalrightsforbothwomen

andmen.Nonetheless,theterms‘feminism’and‘feminist’didnotgain

widespreadmeaninguseuntilthe1970swhentheystartedtobeusedin

thepublicparlancemorefrequently.

The feministmovementinvolves sociologicaland politicaltheories

concerningwithgenderdifferenceissues.Themovementhasbeenhere

formanydecades,andBritishwomenhavestartedtofightagainstthe

oppression during mid 1850s when the firstfeminists started to

advocatetheirthoughtsaboutinequalityandwhenthefirstsuffragette

movementemerged,since then women have started working on

accomplishingtheirgoalstohavethesamerightsandtohavethesame

positioninsocietyasmenhave.Thefeministframeworkalsoindicates



how problemsaredefinedandthekindsofquestionstobeasked.For

example,accordingtodefinitioninTheoreticalPerspectivesonGender

andDevelopmentwrittenbyJaneL.Parpartetal.inequalityresultsfrom

“theneedtoestablishunequalincentivestomotivatethemosttalented

peopleto do themostimportantjobsefficientlyinsociety,”4 other

definitionfrom thesamebookalsosaysthattheinequalityresultsfrom

“thepracticeofprovidingdifferentialrewardstokeepalesspowerful

workingclassfragmentedbygenderandrace.”

Feminism is a movement influenced by the ideas postulated,

popularizedandprecipitatedbythinkersandauthorslikeAliceWalker,

NaomiLittlebear,JudithFelterbey,MicheleWallace,LillianSmith,Elaine

Showalter,SimonedeBeauvoir,KateMillettandothers.Itisamodern

movementexpressingprotestagainstthemaledomination.Theaim of

feminististounderstandwomen’soppressionkeepinginmindrace,

gender,classandsexualpreferences.Feminism tendstobethoughtof

asamovementofwomen,andmanyfeministsabsolutelyrejecttheidea

ofallowingmenintoit.Itisnotconcernedwithagroupofpeopleit

wantstobenefits,butwithatypeofinjusticeitwantstoeliminate.Two

ofthemostimportantworksofcontemporaryfeministtheory-Simone

deBeavooir’s‘TheSecondSex’and‘MaryDaly’s‘BeyondGodtheFather’

drivetheirideologicalpremisefrom thetwentieth-centuryphilosophical



movement,existentialism.TorilMoihasusedtheterm ‘post-feminism’

tocoverthedifferentConfigurationoffeminism andpost-modernism

presenttoday.

Godcreatedhumanbeingsanddividedthem intomanandwomen,with

afew basicdifferencesinbodyandmind.Itwasonlycivilizationwho

broughtthisdifferencetosuchalevelthattheprinciplesoffeminism

havebeenarticulated.Theterm ‘feminism’wasfirstusedwithregardto

theissuesofequalityandWomen’sRightsMovement.JawaharlalNehru

oncesaid;“Youcantelltheconditionofanationbylookingatthestatus

ofitswomen.”Womenofanynationisthemirrortoitscivilizations.The

changeinthestatusofwomeninIndiaisaslow,steadyandcontinuing

process.ItbeganacenturyandhalfagowhenRajaRam MohanRoyand

hisfollowersfocusedattentiononthesocialevils.
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