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SRI AUROBINDO’S THE TIGER AND THE DEEFR 

 

The Tiger and The Deer is really one of the most beautiful poems of 

Aurobindo which remind us of the duality of nature and creation, what 

the purpose, how the ways of it to man and creatures, who can but say it ? 

nature at the same is swift, fragile and cool and calm, but at the tameless, 

swift and windy. Sometimes placid and sometimes horrific, tempestuous 

and terrible is it unexpectedly. The tiger and the deer elements are the 

aspects of the same creation. How to upturn the process? what is beautiful 

remains it is not so unto the last. What it strikes us is this that beauty is 

throttled and destroyed untimely. The mighty believing in the victory of 

the sword finish it all in prowess, talking them timid and cowardly. But 

that day is not too far from when the mighty will perish in their might. 

They will appeare helpless before and will have to hang their swords. 

The poem may be an anecdote of Indian sadhka doing sadhna into the 

scheduled domains of nature and the wild or the mountainous regions. The 

poet wants to say that what it is bloody will meet its end in blood, what it 

is mild will remain appreciated unto the last. But how to strike the duality 



of the universe, the role of the judge? The law of the jungle is different 

from that of culture and civilisation. The brute force is too an element of 

nature, bloody, bestial, and fierce combining with the horror and terror 

element. 

The Tiger and The Deer is without any doubt a Blakean poem where the 

lambish element has been contrasted with the tigerly ferocity. Many great 

sadhkas if India have done sadhana in the midst of it all down the ages 

which is but a hidden fact. The mystical duality of the creation, how to 

explain it? The poem can make meaning if it is compared with Blake’s 

The Tiger and we think the one by the English poet more beautiful than 

that of Aurobindo. 

The poem The Tiger and The Deer brilliantly projects the bright and 

burning terror of the forest and at the same time insinuates the future 

possibility of terror being exceeded by peace, death by life. The poem is, 

in fact, a vision of evil and good, innocence and experience, in a language 

which is both eloquent and grand.  

The words crouching and slouching with the verb crept forms and 

internal rhythm in the free verse. The whole poem has an internal rhythm. 

The imagery is rhetorical but perfectly in keeping with the substance of 

the poem. 
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