
Degree ⅲ, (English Honours) 

                                                                                          Paper – Ⅷ 

Section – 5 

Subject- Linguistics 

 

Dialects 
 

A regional temporal or social variety within a single language is a dialect; 

it differs in pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary from the standard 

language, which is in itself a socially favoured dialect. So, a dialect is a 

variation of language sufficiently different to be considered a separate 

entity within a language but not different enough to be classed as a 

separate language. Sometimes it is difficult to decide whether a variant 

constitutes a dialectical sub-division or different language, since it may 

be blurred by political boundaries, e.g. between Dutch and Low German 

dialects. Regional dialects (or local or geographical or territorial dialects) 

are spoken by the people of a particular geographical area within a speech 

community, e.g. Cockney in London, but due to the increasement in 

education and mobility they are receding. 

Dialect is a specific form of given language, spoken in a certain locality 

or geographical area, showing sufficient differences from the standard of 

literary form of that language as to pronunciation, grammatical 



construction and idiomatic use of words, to be considered a distinct entity, 

yet not sufficient distinct from other dialects of the language to be 

regarded as a different language. 

Dialects are dialects not because of linguistic reasons but because of 

political or cultural reasons. It is customary to describe them as varieties 

of a language according to users. For example, Brijbhasa, Avadhi, 

Bhojpuri, Khari Boli, etc. are some dialects of Hindi. 

To the linguist, however, as stated by Sapir, there is no real difference 

between a dialect and a language. Grierson also observes, in the course of 

the speech is to be looked upon as an independent language or as dialect 

of some other definite form of speech. In practice, it has been found that 

it is sometimes impossible to decide the question in a manner which will 

gain universal acceptance. The two words language and dialect are in this 

respect like mountain and hill. One has no hesitation in saying that 

Everest is mountain and Hoborn Hill a hill, but between these two the 

dividing line cannot be accurately drawn. 
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