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JAYANTA MAHAPATRA 

 

Jayanta Mahapatra is a great Indian poet who plays a significant place 

in the development of Indian poetry. his work shows a deep understanding 

of the Indian environment. The intrinsic power of his poetry is that is 

dwells at length on local details. He evokes India in modalities ranging 

from stark but intense description to dreamlike webs of association- an 

Indian whose image mirrors a poetic sensibility at once alienated from 

and inextricably rooted in her. Waiting recapitulates Vedic times and 

themes through an exploration of nature from within and without.  

Jayanta Mahapatra has a significant body of work to his credit- A Rain of 

Rites, ( 1976 ), Waiting, ( 1979 ), The False Start, ( 1980 ), Relationship, 

(1980 ), Close the Sky, Ten by Ten, Svayamvara and other Poems and A 

Father’s House. Relationship won him the Sahitya Academy Award in 

1981. Life Sings was published in 1983 and Burden of Waves and Fruit in 

1986. 

Relationship is an expansion of the private lyric voice into a chain of 

meditations embracing a region, a tradition, a whole way of life. The 



theme is extensive and hypnotic. The poet makes the stories about the 

temples of Orissa palpitate with life, and Relationship ambitiously 

assimilates human experiences into the fabric of time and eternity.  

Mahapatra has developed a competent craft, a felicity of expression, a 

surety of image making to configurate congruently the real and divine 

impulses. His images are accurate and the contours of his phrase sharp. 

Mahapatra’s poetry assimilates the Oriya sensibility. There is an implicit 

attempt to Indianize the expressions to relocate the nuances of words in 

accordance with the native surroundings, Indian ethos, indigenous 

heritage and myth. 
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