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Non-Fiction in Neo-Classical Age 

 

       The concept of nature was also an important characteristic of the 

Neo-classical age. By nature, they never meant the forest of nature. But 

for them, nature meant the general human nature. The general human 

nature was not what the ordinary men and women felt and thought, but 

the standard view of human nature as held by Homer and Horace. 

        Like their static view of the world, the Neo-classical writers 

thought of human nature was also something static and standard, which 

is the same in all men and remains the same at all the times. Thus, their 

view of nature as well as of man, world and genre was static and 

standard. 

          The Neo-classical literature considers man as limited being 

having limited powers. A large number of satires and works of the 

period attack the man for his pride and advise him to remain content 

with his limited power of knowledge. Thus, man in Neo-classical 

literature remains a being of limited means and powers. 



       Among the Neo-classical forms of literature, the most famous were 

the essays, both in verse and prose. while drama declined and almost 

disappeared during the later part of the period, Novel made it 

beginnings. The literature of this age was mostly comic and satiric. An 

important failure of the age was to produce tragedy. 

         Neo- classical period is often called as the age of Reason. 

Thinkers of this age considered reason to be the highest mental faculty 

and sufficient guide in all areas. Both religious believes and morality 

were grounded on reason. In literature also, the reason is predominant 

in the Neo-classical age. Emotions and imaginations are also present, 

but in a controlled way. 

         The Neo-classical period in literature brought a sense of decorum 

and stability to writers. There were rules to be carefully followed. it 

was a time for careful moral appearance, though appearances were not 

valued than honesty. However, some England’s most brilliant literature 

can be credited to this era. 
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