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SRI AUROBINDO 

 

Sri Aurobindo is one of the greatest personalities of the universe and a 

signal phenomenon of India. His personality was both protean and 

prismatic. He was a revolutionary, a thinker, a writer, a playwright, a poet, 

a seer, a sage and a superman. His works occupy a great place in the 

history of English poetry in India as well as in abroad. His works, The Life 

Divine and The Human Cycle, are excellent treatise on cosmic 

consciousness. Aurobindo says in the beginning of The Life Divine that all 

problems of existence are essentially the problems of harmony.  

Aurobindo claimed he was first and foremost a poet. His poetic output is 

enormous, spreading over a period from 1880 when he was in England to 

1950 when he died in Pondicherry. He was subjected by his cultured 

gather to a process of westernisation. He was educated at St. Paul’s 

School, London, and then at King’s College, Cambridge. An excellent 

linguist, he added German and Italian to his competent grasp of Latin, 

Greek and French. In India, he reversed the process and transformed 

himself by beginning with revolution and achieving revelation. The 



influence of Milton and Keats lingers over his poetry and the whispering 

echoes of Shakespeare and Tennyson can be heard in his work, but like 

Toru Dutt, he successfully employed both western and oriental myths 

together. Urvashi and Love and Death are miniature epics articulating the 

triumph of love over death. Savitri is a prophetic epic, a culmination of 

the tradition of Vedic poetry which had its origins in Toru Dutt among 

Indo-English poets. Aurobindo tried to achieve in English verse 

something analogous to the Vedic mantra effecting a divine Ananda (joy) 

in the soul of the poet. He extended the frontiers of poetry by repossessing 

the ancient Indian tradition of Upanishadic poetry and assimilated it into 

English. 
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