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Occurrence of Algae: 

Algae are commonly presumed to be occurring in water and moist places but algae 

are found in a variety of habitats. 

The common places of occurrence of algae are as follows: 

(i) Aquatic Algae: 

Aquatic algae can be: 

(a) Fresh water forms 

(b) Marine forms 

(a) Fresh water forms: 

Fresh water forms are found in water of low salinity such as in ponds, lakes, rivers, 

ditches etc. Cladophora, Vaucheria, Chara and some algae found in slow running 

water while Spirogyra, Chlamydomonas, Hydrodictyon and Volvox are found in 

stagnant water. 

(b) Marine forms: 

The algae found in sea water are called marine algae. Such algae grow in water of 

high salinity. Marine algae can be macroscopic and very large in size e.g., 

Macrocystis (70 meters) and Nereocystis (100 meters). Some other examples of 



marine algae are: Enteromorpha, Sargassum, Fucus, Polysiplionia, Gelidium and 

Gracilaria etc. 

(ii) Terrestrial Algae: 

Algae growing on moist soil surface, stones and rocks are terrestrial algae. The 

algae growing on surface of soil are called saprophytes and the algae growing 

under the surface of soil are called cryptophytes. Some terrestrial algae grow on 

moist walls and barks of trees. These algae absorb CO2 and water from 

atmosphere. Some common terrestrial algae are: Fritschiella, Vaucheria, Chlorella, 

and Oscillatoria. 

(iii) Lithophytic Algae: 

Algae growing on surface of rocks and stones are lithophytic e.g., Nostoc, 

Gloeocapsa. 

(iv) Halophytic Algae: 

Algae growing in water of high concentration of salts as in salt lakes are halophytic 

algae e.g., Chlamydomonas ehrenbergii and Dunaliella. 

(v) Thermophytic Algae: 

The thermophytic algae grow in water of high temperature where other plant forms 

cannot grow. Some blue green algae are capable of growing at very high 

temperature because of unorganized nucleus. The thermal algae found in hot water 

springs are Oscillatoria terebriformis, Heterohormogonium, Synechococcus, 

Scytonema etc. 

 

   (Continued in next class)…. 


