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Occurrence of Algae (continued): 

  

(vi) Cryophytic Algae: 

Algae occurring in snow and ice are cryophytic algae. These algae impart special 

colours to snow due to their pigments. Red snow is caused by Haematococcus 

nivalis and Chlamydomonas nivalis. Green snow is caused by Chlamydomonas 

yellowstonensis. Purple brown snow is caused by Ancyclonema nordensklioldii. 

Black snow is caused by Raphidonema. 

(vii) Epiphytic Algae: 

Algae growing on other algae and plants are called epiphytic algae e.g., 

Polysiphonia, Oedogonium are found growing on other algae, bryophytes and 

aquatic angiosperms. 

(viii) Epizoic Algae: 

Algae growing on other animals are called epizoic algae e.g., Cladophora crisposa 

grows on snails, Stigeoclonium grows on gills of fishes. 

(ix) Endophytic Algae: 



Algae growing inside other plants are called endophytic algae e.g., Nostoc is found 

in thallus of Anthoceros, Anabaena cycadearum is found in coralloid root of 

Cycas, Anabaena azollae is found in Azolla. 

(x) Endozoic Algae: 

Algae found inside the body of animals are endozoic algae e.g., Zoo chlorella is 

found in Hydra and sponges. Some blue green algae are found in respiratory and 

digestive tracts of animals. 

(xi) Parasitic Algae: 

Some algae can be found as parasites on plants and animals e.g., Cephaleuros is 

found on leaves of tea, coffee and mango plants and causes red rust. Polysiphonia 

fastigiate is semi-parasitic on algae Ascophyllum. 

(xii) Symbiotic Algae: 

Some algae of Chlorophyceae and Cyanophyceae are found in symbiotic 

association with other plants. Nostoc and Anabaena make symbiotic association 

with Anthoceros and coralloid roots of Cycas. Lichens are symbiotic association of 

algae and fungi. 

(xiii) Planktons: 

Algae growing on surface of water and found as free floating on surface of water 

are called planktons. Planktonic algae are mainly members of Chlorophyceae, 

Cyanophyceae and Bacillariophyceae. When planktonic algae grow fast and 

increase enormously in number, these algae form water blooms. 

 


