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Taxonomical Aids: 

 

The taxonomical aids help us in the study of knowing our bio-resources and are 

also useful in agriculture, forestry, and industry. It can be used both in the field as 

well as in the laboratory. There are various taxonomical aids that are sued by the 

taxonomists that help them in the identification, nomenclature, and classification of 

organisms. 

The important taxonomic area includes herbaria, botanical gardens, museums, 

zoological parks, and keys. 

  

Herbarium: 

 

A herbarium is a collection of preserved plant specimens that are dried and 

labelled. The plant species that are collected are first dried, pressed, mounted, and 

then labelled on the herbarium sheets. 

The steps involved in the herbarium technique are as follows: 

 Collecting various specimens from different areas. 

 Drying the particular specimen by placing them in between the various folds 

of newspapers or by iron drying them. 



 By dipping the specimens in mercuric chloride poisoning is done. 

 With the help of a cello tape or glue, mounting the dried specimens on the 

herbarium sheets. 

 Certain specimen parts that are difficult to attach to the sheet, like stems, are 

stitched so that they stick to their position on the sheet. 

 To keep them for a longer time, preserves must be sprayed. 

 The labeling for identification of all the specimens must be done at the left 

side of the bottom corner. The name, date of collection, area of collection, 

habit, etc must be written. 

 Lastly, these herbarium sheets are deposed under the herbarium covers 

where the rest of the herbarium sheets are covered and packed. 

 These herbarium sheets are stored in the cupboards named under their 

category. 

To avoid any confusion each herbarium sheet is to be labeled properly on the right-

hand corner at the bottom of the herbarium sheet which includes the scientific 

name along with author’s name, local name, name of family, locality, date of 

collection, name of the collector, etc.  

The book flora consists of information about the collected specimens, this book 

gives the information regarding the number of plant species present in the various 

regions along with their brief description.  is published in the form of a book called 

flora. 

Some important floras of India are Flora of British India, Flora of Delhi, Flora of 

Madras, Flora of Travancore, etc. 



In England, the Royal Botanical Garden at Kew is the largest Herbarium in the 

world. 

Central National Herbarium is the largest Herbarium in India located in the Indian 

Botanical Garden at Kolkata established in 1787. 

 

Botanical Gardens:  

They are those gardens that are responsible for the cultivation and preservation of a 

wide range of plants. These plants are reserved along with their botanical names 

that are tagged as a label. It is a collection of many species of plants such as 

succulent plants, garden herbs, and many more exotic plants. Visitors include 

educational displays, art exhibitions, and open-air theatre musical performances 

with tours and other entertainments. They are under the control of the universities 

or the scientific research organizations that relate both herbaria and the research 

programs together in the botanical sciences. There are more than 600 botanical 

gardens present all around the world. 

The ancient Botanical Garden in the world is the Hanging Gardens of Babylon and 

comes under the Wonders of the world. 

The Royal botanical garden at Kew in England is the largest Botanical Garden in 

the world and is known as the botanical capital of the world. It was discovered by 

Bentham and Hooker. 

In India Indian Botanical Garden at Kolkata is the largest botanical garden while 

Tropical Botanical Garden at Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala is the largest tropical 

botanical garden in Asia. 

  

 

 



 

Museum: 

The museum is the place where the artistic and educational plants or animals are 

preserved, stored, and exhibited to the public. Museums are of various types that 

include the natural science museum, Science Museum and Zoological Museum. 

The Botany and Zoology Departments of all the college's museums are maintained. 

Animals can also be preserved as they are placed in jars or containers having 

chemical solutions which help them to preserve for a longer time. The specimens 

are then identified and labelled and are then stored after their catalog is prepared.  

The plants and animal specimens are also preserved as dry specimens. Like insects 

after collecting, killing, and pinning are then preserved in insect boxes while in the 

case of the birds and mammals they are first stuffed and then preserved. The 

skeletons of the animal are preserved in the museums. 
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