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Taxonomical Aids (Continued): 

 

Zoological Parks:  

They are animal parks within enclosures that display to the public and replicate 

their natural habitats for behavioral patterns which benefit the animals and visitors. 

Special climatic conditions are created for the animals and the walkthrough 

exhibits are there for visitors for non-aggressive species. Visitors are how to avoid 

eating foods that animals might snatch or to keep their paths away. 

The zoological park of Kruger in South Africa is the largest zoo in the world. 

The Zoo of Kolkata in India is the largest zoo. 

 

Keys: A key is a taxonomic aid with the help of it the species can be identified 

among the group of organisms. It helps biologists in the identification of the 

species and is prepared by a taxonomist. Taxonomic keys consist of a series of 

prepared statements which are known as couplets and describe the features of some 

organisms. A key starts with the couplet called the first couplet and then selects the 

statement which fits the particular specimen. The first couplet then leads to the 

introduction of another couplet that will result in providing the identity of the 

specimen.  



There are two types of keys called Dichotomous keys, they are indented keys and 

bracketed keys. The indented keys consist of the couplets having choices that are 

equidistant from the left margin and follow the lead that was selected. In a key, 

each statement is called a lead. 

The bracketed keys provide choices side by side of the couplet that is numbered or 

lettered. It is helpful if the previous couplet is provided; alternate couplets are 

indented in some bracketed keys. 

 

Other Taxonomic Aids:  

Various other taxonomic aids include flora, manuals, monographs, and catalogues 

also serve as taxonomic aids for correct identification. 

 

Flora: The number of plant species present in a particular region comes under 

flora. The index of the plants that occur in a particular area can be maintained. The 

first complete flora of India was compiled by Hooker. 

Monograph: The handbooks that consist of the details and information regarding 

one taxon (family or genus). 

Manuals: They consist of information regarding the various species found in a 

particular area and help in their correct identification. 

 

Catalogue: It consists of the list of publications that include the books, periodicals, 

and dictionaries containing new information for taxonomic studies. 
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